
ASH WEDNESDAY  —  March 5 
2:00 — 3:00 p.m. “Drive-thru” Imposition of Ashes  

Front driveway near the office — Pastor Jim Farnsworth 
 

7:00 p.m. Worship Service in our Sanctuary with Holy Communion  
and the Imposition of Ashes — Pastor Donald Simmons 

 

Midweek Lenten Services 
 Wednesdays — March 12, 19, 26, April 2, 9 — 7:00 p.m.  
Dinner will be held at 6:00 p.m. on March 12 and April 9.  

We will be using the Holden Evening Prayer Service 

     LITTLE FREE PANTRY 
 

Thank you for your continued support of the Little Free Pantry.  Due to your 
generosity, the pantry box has been filled throughout our cold winter days.  The 
collection box for food may be found in the Narthex.  Suitable cold-weather 
items include:  
 

    Boxes of cereal (very welcomed), Ramen Noodles, Pasta,  
        Dried Beans, Rice, Crackers, Dried fruit, Nuts,  
 Ready-to-make meals, Mac and Cheese, Packets of Oatmeal 
 

The ideal temperature for storing canned food is between 50°F and 70°F. 
However, if donated, these items will be saved for future use. 
 

                                      GODS WORK, OUR HANDS. 

The New Journey Soup Kitchen ministry has been part 
of our outreach for years. The need is greater than ever. 
So in an effort to increase the amount of soup we 
donate, we are modifying our on-call team and 
extending an invitation to everyone in the congregation. 

A list of everyone who is willing to make soup at least one month during the 
year will be compiled. Every month the recipe for that month’s soup will be sent 
to the on-call team and to all the people on the new list, and they can choose 
whether or not to participate that month. (The existing teams will still prepare 
their recipes as always. If you want to participate more than that one month, have 
your name added to the new list.) If you participate, you will need to let Carol 
Gunzelmann or the soup team captain know your intention and have your 
labelled soup in the kitchen upright freezer by the middle of the month. 3-4 quart 
containers are available in the kitchen or can be purchased at the dollar store. 
Complete the form below to have your name added to the list. Contact Carol 
Gunzelmann   610-401-5731 or carolgunzelmann@gmail.com with questions. 
 

        - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  CUT - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 

I am willing to prepare soup for the New Journey soup kitchen at least one month of my 
choice.  
 _________________________    ______________________   ____________________ 
                    NAME                                     E-MAIL                                   PHONE 

 
 
 

_________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

Schwarzwald Lutheran Church 
Serving and Loving Christ since 1737 

 

 
 
  

 
TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD     SUNDAY, MARCH 2, 2025 

 

HYMNS ON THE CARILLON 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
WELCOME   Leader:  This is the day that the LORD has made! 
                        Congregation:  Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
 
PRELUDES   Jesus Loves Me .  .  .  .  .  .  . Youth Choir Chimes  .  .  .  .  .  .   trad. 
            Deep and Wide .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  Youth Chorus .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   trad. 
                        Prelude on “Land of Rest” .  .  .  .  . Organ  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Laskey 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP—RINGING THE BELLS 
 
Please stand. 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
 whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
 inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 
 worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C   Amen. 
P    Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
P    Merciful God, 
C   we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
 sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
 and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
 whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the 
 sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 
 us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 
 ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
C    Amen. 
P    In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 
 sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 
 church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 
 forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, 
 and of the Holy Spirit. 
C   Amen. 
 

GATHERING HYMN   #596   My Hope is Built on Nothing Less 
 

 
 

The people of Schwarzwald - Ministers 
The Rev. Jim Farnsworth, Designated Pastor 

Mrs. Kathy Snyder - Director of Music 
Ms. Diane V. Hafer - Office Administrator 
Mrs. Crystal Jordan - Christian Ed. Director 

Mrs. Melissa Kerber—Sexton 



GREETING   
A   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.      
C   And also with you. 
 
KYRIE 

SERVING AT WORSHIP 
 

Barry Hoover .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   Assisting Minister 
Jeff Schmehl .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   Usher Team Captain  
Peg Gumpert, Barry Hoover, Susan Johns, Denton Quick .  .  .  Comm. Assistants 
Sally Kennedy, Judy Ney, Ian Carr .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   Carillonneurs 
Rochelle Chelius .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Zoom Master 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

We welcome our Designated Pastor, The Rev. Jim Farnsworth, to worship 
this morning. 
 

If you are a visitor, a special welcome to you, and if you are without a church 
home, we invite you to join our fellowship. You are also encouraged to sign our 
guest register with your preferred contact information. If you do not have a Bible 
at home, please take one from the welcome table. Visitors who are communing 
members of other Christian congregations are cordially invited to receive the 
Sacrament with us. Welcome to the Lord’s table where we are one with Christ!  
 

The altar flowers are presented to the glory of God and sponsored 1) by Fay 
Weaver in honor of her SLC church family, and 2) by Fred and Cindy Mohr in 
memory of Cindy’s Dad, Bob Schaeffer. 
 

The bulletins are presented to the glory of God and sponsored by Bob and Jean 
Pendi in honor of SLC. 
 

Large print bulletins and hearing receivers are available in the Narthex. Please 
see an usher for assistance. Children’s toys, games, puzzles and books can be 
found in the Narthex. Church-time Nursery is available downstairs in the “Parent 
and Me” room with plenty of toys and books for toddlers and youngsters. 
 

WE ARE IN NEED OF ALTAR FLOWER SPONSORS ($25) on March 5, 9 
and 16.  WE ARE IN NEED OF BULLETIN SPONSORS ($14) for all of 
March.  Please use the sign-up sheets in the Narthex. 
 

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME BEGINS AT 2:00 AM ON SUNDAY, MARCH 9.    
BE SURE TO MOVE YOUR CLOCKS AHEAD ONE HOUR BEFORE GOING 
TO BED ON SATURDAY NIGHT, MARCH 8! 

 

The March issue of the Pulpit and Pew is available for pick-up in the Narthex 
and Vestibule entrances. 
 

Last Sunday’s Current Envelopes Offering: 
Budgeted income  $4,038.00        Actual income $2,565.00      
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Schwarzwald Lutheran Church      250 Church Lane Road      Reading, PA 19606 
The Rev. Jim Farnsworth, Designated Pastor:    

pastorjimsmlc@gmail.com  / 610-246-4278  
Church Office Phone  610-779-3480    Church Office Fax  610-779-2777 

Website   www.schwarzwaldlutheran.org 
Office e-mail administrator@schwarzwaldlutheran.org 

Director of Music   484-794-1214 (text)   
Emergency  610-914-8257 



DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION     
 Continuous Communion  
 Grape juice is available at the top of the steps. 
    For gluten free wafers, please ask the Communion Assistant. 
   If you are unable to come to the altar for communion, the Pastor will bring communion to 
        you in your pew. 
    After receiving communion, please pick up a communion card at the bottom of the ramp.  
 Please complete the card and place it in the basket in the Narthex or vestibule after      
                        worship. 
 

Please stand. 
 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING  
P   The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  
 strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C   Amen. 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
P   Nourishing God, at this table you have refreshed us 
 with holy gifts of food and drink. 
 Strengthen us for service, 
 and send us out to embody your good news 
 of liberation and healing for the sake of the world. 
 In the name of Christ we pray, 
C   Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
P   The Spirit of the triune God 
 ☩ bless you with joy, 
 anoint you with compassion, 
 and send you in love. 
C   Amen. 
   
SENDING HYMN   #676   Lord, Speak to Us, That We May Speak 
 
DISMISSAL    
A   Go in peace. Live in hope. 
C   Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE   Trumpet Tune .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   Mouret 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY   
P   Let us pray. Holy God, mighty and immortal, you are beyond our knowing, yet 
 we see your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. Transform us into the 
 likeness of your Son, who renewed our humanity so that we may share in 
 his divinity, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
 Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C   Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 
 

CHILDREN’S CIRCLE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . The Rev. Jim Farnsworth 
 

FIRST READING   Exodus 34:29-35 
29 Moses came down from Mount Sinai. As he came down from the mountain with 
the two tablets of the covenant in his hand, Moses did not know that the skin of 
his face shone because he had been talking with God. 30 When Aaron and all the 
Israelites saw Moses, the skin of his face was shining, and they were afraid to 
come near him. 31 But Moses called to them; and Aaron and all the leaders of the 
congregation returned to him, and Moses spoke with them. 32 Afterward all the 
Israelites came near, and he gave them in commandment all that the Lord had 
spoken with him on Mount Sinai. 33 When Moses had finished speaking with 
them, he put a veil on his face; 34 but whenever Moses went in before the Lord to 
speak with him, he would take the veil off, until he came out; and when he came 
out, and told the Israelites what he had been commanded, 35 the Israelites would 
see the face of Moses, that the skin of his face was shining; and Moses would put 
the veil on his face again, until he went in to speak with him. 
 

A    The word of the Lord.      
C    Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 99   read responsively 
1The LORD is king; let the peoples tremble! 
  He sits enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth quake! 
 2The LORD is great in Zion; 
  he is exalted over all the peoples. 
 3Let them praise your great and awesome name. 
  Holy is he! 
 4Mighty King, lover of justice, 
  you have established equity; 
  you have executed justice 
  and righteousness in Jacob. 
 5Extol the LORD our God; 
  worship at his footstool. 
  Holy is he! 
 6Moses and Aaron were among his priests, 
  Samuel also was among those who called on his name. 
  They cried to the LORD, and he answered them. 
 7He spoke to them in the pillar of cloud; 
  they kept his decrees, and the statutes that he gave them. 
 
 

   
 



 8O LORD our God, you answered them; 
  you were a forgiving God to them, 
  but an avenger of their wrongdoings. 
 9Extol the LORD our God, 
  and worship at his holy mountain; 
  for the LORD our God is holy. 
 

SECOND READING    2 Corinthians 3:12—4:2 
12 Since, then, we have such a hope, we act with great boldness, 13 not like 
Moses, who put a veil over his face to keep the people of Israel from gazing at 
the end of the glory that was being set aside. 14 But their minds were hardened. 
Indeed, to this very day, when they hear the reading of the old covenant, that 
same veil is still there, since only in Christ is it set aside. 15 Indeed, to this very 
day whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over their minds; 16 but when one turns 
to the Lord, the veil is removed. 17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the 
Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 18 And all of us, with unveiled faces, 
seeing the glory of the Lord as though reflected in a mirror, are being 
transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another; for this 
comes from the Lord, the Spirit. 
 4:1 Therefore, since it is by God’s mercy that we are engaged in this ministry, 
we do not lose heart. 2 We have renounced the shameful things that one hides; 
we refuse to practice cunning or to falsify God’s word; but by the open 
statement of the truth we commend ourselves to the conscience of everyone in 
the sight of God. 
 

A    The word of the Lord.      
C    Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

P    The Gospel according to Luke. 
C   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
HOLY GOSPEL    Luke 9:28-36 [37-43a] 
28 Now about eight days after these sayings Jesus took with him Peter and John 
and James, and went up on the mountain to pray. 29 And while he was praying, 
the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became dazzling white.     
30Suddenly they saw two men, Moses and Elijah, talking to him. 31 They 
appeared in glory and were speaking of his departure, which he was about to  
 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
P     In the night in which he was betrayed,  
 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

        Again, after supper, he took the cup,  
 gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  
 shed for you and for all people  
 for the forgiveness of sin.  
 Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
     Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
     Give us this day our daily bread; 
    and forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those  
 who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil. 
      For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
 and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

LAMB OF GOD 

Please be seated. 



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  

P   It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 
Savior Jesus Christ; who, sharing our life, lived among us to reveal your glory 
and love, that our darkness should give way to your own brilliant light. And so, 
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 
praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

accomplish at Jerusalem. 32 Now Peter and his companions were weighed down 
with sleep; but since they had stayed awake, they saw his glory and the two men 
who stood with him. 33 Just as they were leaving him, Peter said to Jesus, 
“Master, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, 
one for Moses, and one for Elijah”—not knowing what he said. 34 While he was 
saying this, a cloud came and overshadowed them; and they were terrified as 
they entered the cloud. 35 Then from the cloud came a voice that said, “This is 
my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!” 36 When the voice had spoken, Jesus was 
found alone. And they kept silent and in those days told no one any of the things 
they had seen. 
  [37 On the next day, when they had come down from the mountain, a great 
crowd met him. 38 Just then a man from the crowd shouted, “Teacher, I beg you 
to look at my son; he is my only child. 39 Suddenly a spirit seizes him, and all at 
once he shrieks. It convulses him until he foams at the mouth; it mauls him and 
will scarcely leave him. 40 I begged your disciples to cast it out, but they could 
not.” 41 Jesus answered, “You faithless and perverse generation, how much 
longer must I be with you and bear with you? Bring your son here.” 42 While he 
was coming, the demon dashed him to the ground in convulsions. But Jesus 
rebuked the unclean spirit, healed the boy, and gave him back to his father.   
43a And all were astounded at the greatness of God.] 
 

P    The Gospel of the Lord. 
C    Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated. 

 
SERMON  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . The Rev. Jim Farnsworth 

 
Please stand. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY  #763  My Life Flows On in Endless Song 
  
APOSTLES’ CREED 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

  creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ,  
  God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary,  
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried;  
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again;  
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge  
  the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
P   With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church, 
the world, and all of creation. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
A   Transfiguring God, through the glory of your presence, you transform us. 
Move the church from complacency to boldness in sharing the good news with 
others. God of grace, 
C   hear our prayer. 
 
A   We pray for your creation. As seasons change, give patience and skill to all 
who tend to animals giving birth. Grant nourishing weather for the growing of 
crops. God of grace, 
C   hear our prayer. 
 
 A   We pray for all in leadership, especially for those who lead states, counties, 
and town councils. Give them wisdom to protect local resources so that all will 
flourish both now and in the years to come. God of grace, 
C   hear our prayer. 
 
A   Bring your healing grace to those who feel distant from you. Speak comfort 
to those who need your words of mercy, especially: 
 

  Joan Garipoli  Barbara Hafer           
  Bob Pendi  Kris Renninger 
  Janice Smithson  Tom Bowersox   
  Brett Montag  Jayne Phillips   
  Tracy Rohrbach        Suzanne Trigg   
  Jim and Lauri Walker 
 

We pray for all those concerns and people we quietly name in our hearts.    
 
(Silent prayers)  
   
God of grace, 
C   hear our prayer. 
 
A   God of our past, present, and future, lead us into new beginnings, trusting in 
the promise of new life in Christ. Accompany congregations needing to close, 
and give courage to congregations starting new ministries. God of grace, 
C   hear our prayer. 
 
A   Renewing God, the saints who have gone before us witnessed to the ways 
you transform your church and people. We give thanks for their example and 
pray we carry it forward. God of grace, 
C   hear our prayer. 

P   We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that your 
promise is revealed among the people. 
C   Amen. 
 
SHARING THE PEACE 
P    The peace of our Lord be with you always. 
C   And also with you.      

  

       Share the peace with one another. 
 
Please be seated. 

 
OFFERING 
 
ANTHEM    His Grace .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Norred 
                                                                  Sr. Choir 
 

Please stand. 

 
OFFERTORY RESPONSE 


