Schwarzwald Lutheran Church
Serving and Loving Christ since 1737
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The Rev. Jim Farnsworth, Designated Pastor
The Rev. David Blitch, Visitation Pastor
Mrs. Kathy Snyder - Director of Music
Ms. Diane V. Hafer - Office Administrator
Mrs. Crystal Jordan - Christian Ed. Director
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FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT MARCH 185, 2026 10:45 A.M.

HYMNS ON THE CARILLON
CALL TO WORSHIP—RINGING THE BELLS

PRELUDE Preludio . .. ... .. ... .....
ANNOUNCEMENTS

WELCOME Leader: This is the day that the LORD has made!
Congregation: Let us rejoice and be glad in it!

Please stand.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.
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P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the
church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

GATHERING HYMN #324 In the Cross of Christ I Glory



GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - «cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
f)
5
W P 7
)
Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.




PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Let us pray.
Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us.
By your gracious life and death for us,
bring light into the darkness of our hearts,
and anoint us with your Spirit,
for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Please be seated.

CHILDREN’SCIRCLE . . ... ... ... .... The Rev. Jim Farnsworth

FIRST READING 1 Samuel 16:1-13
' The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected
him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send
you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his
sons.” 2 Samuel said, “How can | go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And
the Lord said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to
the Lord.” * Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do,
and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” *Samuel did what
the Lord commanded and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to
meet him trembling and said, “Do you come peaceably?” > He said, “Peaceably. I
have come to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the
sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.
®When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely his anointed is
now before the Lord.” "But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his
appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him, for
the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but
the Lord looks on the heart.” ® Then Jesse called Abinadab and made him pass
before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” ° Then Jesse
made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.”
1 Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse,
“The Lord has not chosen any of these.” '' Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your
sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the
sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him, for we will not sit down
until he comes here.” '* He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy and had
beautiful eyes and was handsome. The Lord said, “Rise and anoint him, for this
is the one.” * Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence
of his brothers, and the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that
day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah.

A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



PSALM 23 read responsively

" The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures;

he leads me beside still waters;
* he restores my soul.

He leads me in right paths
for his name’s sake.

‘Even though I walk through the darkest valley,
I fear no evil,

for you are with me;
your rod and your staff,
they comfort me.

>You prepare a table before me
in the presence of my enemies;

you anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows.

6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life,

and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord
my whole life long.

SECOND READING Ephesians 5:8-14
¥ Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Walk as children of
light, ° for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. *°
Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. '' Take no part in the unfruitful
works of darkness; rather, expose them. 2 For it is shameful even to mention
what such people do secretly, ' but everything exposed by the light becomes
visible, '* for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says,

“Sleeper, awake!

Rise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.”

A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Please stand.

LENTEN VERSE
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slow to an - ger, and a- bound-ing in stead- fast love.



P The Holy Gospel according to St. John.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

HOLY GOSPEL John 9:1-41

" As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. > His disciples asked
him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”
3Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so
that God’s works might be revealed in him. * We must work the works of him
who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. > As long
as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” ® When he had said this, he
spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the
man’s eyes, 'saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means
Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. ® The neighbors and
those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man
who used to sit and beg?” ° Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying,
“No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am he.” '°But they kept
asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” ''He answered, “The man
called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and
wash.” Then I went and washed and received my sight.” '* They said to him,
“Where is he?”” He said, “I do not know.”

“They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been
blind. '*Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his
eyes. ' Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight.
He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.”
16Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not
observe the Sabbath.” Others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform
such signs?” And they were divided. '’ So they said again to the blind man,
“What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a
pro]ghet.”

The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight
until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight ' and asked
them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now
see?” 2 His Parents answered, “We know that this is our son and that he was
born blind, %' but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know
who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” ** His
parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews, for the Jews had already
agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of
the synagogue. > Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”

**So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they
said to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” ** He
answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that
though I was blind, now I see.” ** They said to him, “What did he do to you?
How did he open your eyes?” >’ He answered them, “I have told you already,
and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want
to become his disciples?” ** Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple,
but we are disciples of Moses. ** We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as
for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” ** The man answered,
“Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, yet he



opened my eyes. *' We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does
listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. **Never since the world
began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. * If
this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” ** They answered him, “You
were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him
out.

33 Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him he said,
“Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 3*He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell
me, so that I may believe in him.” 37 Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and
the one speaking with you is he.” ** He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped
him. * Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment, so that those who do not
see may see and those who do see may become blind.” ** Some of the Pharisees
who were with him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are
we?” *! Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now
that you say, ‘We see,” your sin remains.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.
SERMON . . .. ... . . . The Rev. Jim Farnsworth

Please stand.

HYMN #779 Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.



We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

P Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for
the world and its needs.

A brief silence.

A God, our shepherd, we pray that you guide the church. Lead Christians in
our community and across the globe in right paths for your name’s sake. Hear
us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.

A God our provider, we cry out for this planet and the life it holds. Rescue
endangered animals and plants, preserve threatened ecosystems, and save
creatures from natural disasters. Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.

A God our sovereign, we plead for your peace on earth. Bring an end to war
and violence, and raise up leaders in governments, courts, businesses, schools,
and community organizations who seek goodness and mercy. Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.

A God our healer, we call to you in our need. Uplift all who are made to feel
unimportant, and transform the hearts of all infected by bigotry and prejudice.
Care for all in special need this day, especially:

Clyde Feick Cindy Fliegel Russ Frey

Ruth Hoover Gwen Kauwell Betty Neiman

Mary Phillips Denton Quick Rita Seidel

Walt Smithson Pat Weiser Curt Wittman
Sandy Chupkai Debra Hoerner Todd McLain

Jayne Phillips Tracy Rohrbach Betty Scollick

Lin Tiderman Suzanne Trigg Jim & Lauri Walker

The family and friends of Barbara Hafer in their grief

And for all those concerns and people we quietly name who we hold in our
hearts.

Silent Prayers

Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.



A God our friend, we praise you for the diversity of people among us. Awaken
us to share and receive the gifts we each possess, and stir up a spirit of
understanding, celebration, and welcome for all. Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.

A God our home, we thank you for all who have died and completed their
baptismal journeys. Grant us faith to live until we too dwell in your house
forever. Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.

P Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.
C Amen.

SHARING THE PEACE
P The peace of our Lord be with you always.

C And also with you.
P Let us share God’s peace with one another.

Please be seated.

OFFERING

SR. CHOIR ANTHEM
GodlIsLight. . . . . ... . . . . .. Hughes

Please stand.

OFFERTORY RESPONSE
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bless-ing.  Gath-er a har-vest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be
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fed with the bread of life.  Gath-er the hopes and the dreams of all; u -
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pres-ence, and give  us a fore-taste of the feast to  come.
OFFERTORY PRAYER
A O God, maker of heaven and earth,
your steadfast love embraces all creation.
You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth
and bring forth its bounty.
Through these gifts of bread and wine,
draw us into the death and life of your Son,
who calls us to bear witness to his saving work.
We ask this in Jesus’ name.
C Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy...

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho- san - na in the high - est.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup,
gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.



A Word of Welcome: The Sacrament of Holy Communion is the meal of the
Church. All are welcome to the Lord’s Table to receive the gift of His body and
blood. Children who have not yet received instruction for First Holy Communion
are welcome to come to the altar to receive a special blessing. If you are unable to
come forward, please let the ushers know, and you will be served in the pew.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P Come to the table.
Feast on God’s goodness and mercy.

LAMB OF GOD
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Lambof God, you take a- way  the sin of the world; have
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sin the world; grant us peace.

Please be seated.

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
Continuous Communion
When directed by the usher, proceed to the altar by way of the center aisle.
If preferred, grape juice is available at the top of the steps.
For gluten free wafers, please ask the Communion Assistant.
After receiving communion, please return to your seat by the way of the
side ramps.

HYMN SUNG DURING DISTRIBUTION #638 Blessed Assurance
Please stand.

POST COMMUNION BLESSING

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

C Amen.



POST COMMUNION PRAYER

A God of our salvation,
we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls,
reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey.
Through the body and blood of your Son,
may we become Christ’s body in the world,
bearing witness to your love for all creation,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

BLESSING
P Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity:
God, who calls all things into existence,
Jesus Christ, who redeems us,
and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation,
+ bless you now and always.
C Amen.

SENDING HYMN #815 [ Want to Walk as a Child of the Light

DISMISSAL
A Go in peace. Believe the good news.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Organ Piece in G Major. . . . .. ... .......... Hesse

CCLI Streaming License #20780569

Copyrighted © 2017 Augsburg Fortress.
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under License #SB094228.

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License #SAS025873.
OneLicense.net A-725571. All rights reserved.
CCLI License #11495603. All rights reserved.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council
of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Please be advised that all of our worship services are broadcast live via Zoom
to anyone who possesses the meeting passcode as well as recorded for subsequent distribution via email
to members of the congregation and posted on the church's Facebook page.

Schwarzwald Lutheran Church
250 Church Lane Road,
Reading, PA 19606
The Rev. Jim Farnsworth, Designated Pastor:
pastorjimsmlc@gmail.com or 610-246-4278
The Rev. David Blitch, Visitation Pastor:
upsygrad@msn.com
Church Office Phone 610-779-3480
Church Office Fax 610-779-2777
Website www.schwarzwaldlutheran.org
Office e-mail administrator@schwarzwaldlutheran.org
Director of Music 484-794-1214 (text)
Emergency 610-914-8257



SERVING AT WORSHIP

Denton Quick. . . . .. ... ... Lo o oL Assisting Minister

Denton Quick . . . . ... ... ... oo Usher Team Captain

Denton Quick, Terry Jenkins, Doris Jaeger. . . . . . . . Communion Assistants

Sally Kennedy, Judy Ney, Emma Dickerson, [an Carr . . . . . . . Carillonneurs

Bob Rutherford . . . . . ... ... oo Zoom Master
ANNOUNCEMENTS

If you are a visitor, a special welcome to you, and if you are without a church
home, we invite you to join our fellowship. You are also encouraged to sign our
guest register with your preferred contact information. If you do not have a Bible
at home, please take one from the welcome table. Visitors who are communing
members of other Christian congregations are cordially invited to receive the
Sacrament with us. Welcome to the Lord’s table where we are one with Christ!

Large print bulletins and hearing receivers are available in the Narthex. Please
see an usher for assistance.

Children’s toys, games, puzzles and books can be found in the Narthex.

A Church-time Nursery room is available downstairs in the “Parent and Me”
room with plenty of toys and books for toddlers and youngsters.

Altar flower ($25) and bulletin sponsors ($14) are needed for the remainder of
March and all of April. Please use the sign-up sheets in the Narthex.

Barbara Hafer’s funeral is scheduled for Monday, March 16 at 11:00 a.m. at
the Lutz Funeral Home. Visitation is from 10:00-11:00 a.m.

GREETERS / PARLOR COFFEE CAFE SNACK SIGN-UP
O30

. j_. iy Scan the QR code above or use the Sign-Up Genius link below
i '—;- .;‘“, |: to sign-up to be a Greeter or to bring a baked good for the
A e parlor coffee café¢ on Sunday morning:

E]T:_-,{ |_.__nh- https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050C4FA9AD2FA7FDO-
60582416-schwarzwald

Announcing our ELCA World Hunger Appeal

‘ /'\ Help fight world hunger by joining the $350 Challenge!
-y ) Visit the display in the Narthex where you will find
‘ l I' envelopes, Lenten Calendars, and a little treat.
— Donations made throughout March will be matched up
\, / to $350. The challenge will end on Sunday, March 29.
BE A LIFE SAVER!
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Sundlay
Sintonia

vusic is the Tie That Binds

March 29, 2026
IPM

Schwarzwald Lutheran Church

Free Admission

For more details, visit
sundaysinfoniaorg
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DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR

MID-WEEK LENTEN SERVICES
Wednesdays—18™ and 25" — 7:00 p.m.
We will be using the Holden Evening Prayer Service

PALM SUNDAY
March 29
10:45 AM Worship with Holy Communion
Reading of the Passion

MAUNDY THURSDAY
April 2
At St. Mark’s 6:00 PM Seder Meal
OR
At SLC 7:30 PM Holy Communion Service — Stripping of the Altar

GOOD FRIDAY
April 3
7:30 PM Worship Service

EASTER DECORATING (Help needed)
April 4, 9:00 a.m.

WE COULD USE YOUR HELP ON SATURDAY MORNING, APRIL 4,
AT 9:00 AM. TO HELP UNLOAD THE EASTER FLOWERS FROM THE
DELIVERY TRUCK AND HELP WITH DECORATING THE
SANCTUARY FOR EASTER! MANY HANDS MAKE LIGHT WORK!

EGG HUNT
April 4, 10:00 a.m.

EASTER
April 5
8:00 AM Early Service with Holy Communion
9:00 AM Breakfast in Fellowship Hall

10:45 AM  Festival Worship with Holy Communion



EASTER FLOWERS

The cost is $11.00 per plant.
DEADLINE TO ORDER IS SUNDAY., MARCH 29!

Please fill out the form below and place it with your payment

in one of your green Special Offering envelopes from your packet
or by using a pew envelope and marking it “Easter flowers.”
Please place the envelope in the offering plate
or drop it off at the church office.

Easter Flower Sponsor

Name
(As you would like it to appear in the bulletin; names only, please)
Envelope #
Lily x $11.00 = $
#
Tulip x $11.00 = §$
#
Hyacinth x $11.00 = $
#
Daffodil x $11.00 = §
#
Total Enclosed $



DONATIONS OF CANDY FOR THE
EASTER EGG HUNT WOULD BE GREATLY
APPRECIATED. THE DONATED CANDY SHOULD BE
INDIVIDUALLY WRAPPED AND SMALL ENOUGH

TO FIT INTO A PLASTIC EGG.
DONATIONS CAN BE PLACED IN THE CHURCH KITCHEN,
THE CHURCH OFFICE OR IN THE SUNDAY SCHOOL AREA.
THANK YOU!

FEaster Breatifast

SUNDAY, APRIL 5

This year the fellowship committee will be providing baked
breakfast casseroles, but we welcome donations of the
following:

fruit

breads

baked good

PLEASE INDICATE THE TYPE AND THE AMOUNT THAT YOU ARE

NAME PHONE #

Please place completed form in the offering plate.



AOPEWELL
W= Hopewell Love
COMMUNITY

e Community Services

mvites you to join us for

PASTO%]IM’S
60
BIRTHDAY &
WAKE GALA

A fun evening of celebration and communicy
at Blackjax American Pub & Grill Restaurant

Friday, March 27th
6pm -10pm
$60 per person
L}:ﬁ Basket Hﬂ_fﬂm. Live Auction
¢ Cash Bar

All Proceeds go to support the services uf
Hopewell Love, including food distributions

Scan to purchase tickets

For more information call
610.582.8167 or email us at
hopewelllovecs@gmail.com




April 11 -12, 2026

ECTIVES - BUILD COMPASSION - UNDE

BOX
CITY

f’n a/% /{'ﬂ(

A SEPA multi-congregation event hosted at

Christ Lutheran Church, Harleysville
For Youth Grades 6-12 « Friends Welcome!
Learn « Raise $ » Play Games * Worship

Details on Website https://bit.ly/boxcity26

RAISE AWARENESS - CHANGE PERSP
A1LNZYIAANA 338 - 4AL1368 ANVLSH

(Christ J!*r Weran - {arle ysv ilfe

Kb MILLER-KEYSTONE
BLOOD CENTER

Sroning tnle action. Renate blecd. Save lives!

Schwarzwald Lutheran Church
250 Church Lane, Reading PA

Saturday, April 11t
8:00 am - 1:00 pm

To schedule an appointment:
Scan the QR Code OR

Call Miller-Keystone at
800-223-6667, ext. 2

And use Sponsor Code 8506.




Annual
Easter Egg Hunt

SATURDAY, APRIL 4

10:00 A.M.
FOR KIDS OF ALL AGES!

EGG HUNT
MUSIC
STORIES
CRAFTS

PRIZES




