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FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT MARCH 22, 2026 10:45 A.M.
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HYMNS ON THE CARILLON

CALL TO WORSHIP—RINGING THE BELLS

PRELUDE [In the Cross of Christ [ Glory . . . . . ... ... .... hymn tune
Youth Chimes

ANNOUNCEMENTS

WELCOME Leader: This is the day that the LORD has made!
Congregation: Let us rejoice and be glad in it!

Please stand.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.
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P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the
church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

GATHERING HYMN #759 My Faith Looks Up to Thee



GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - «cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.




PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Let us pray.
Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and
death. Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised
to new life in Christ and serve you in righteousness all our days, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Please be seated.

CHILDREN’SCIRCLE . . .. ... ........ The Rev. Jim Farnsworth

FIRST READING Ezekiel 37:1-14

"The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of
the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. * He led
me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were
very dry. 3He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” 1 answered,
“0O Lord God, you know.” *Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and
say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. ° Thus says the Lord God to
these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. °I will lay
sinews on you and will cause flesh to come upon you and cover you with skin
and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I am
the Lord.”

7So 1 prophesied as I had been commanded, and as I prophesied, suddenly
there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 1
looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin
had covered them, but there was no breath in them. °Then he said to me,
“Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the
Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain,
that they may live.” '°T prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came
into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.

"'Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel.
They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off
completely.” '* Therefore prophesy and say to them: Thus says the Lord God: I
am going to open your graves and bring you up from your graves, O my people,
and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. "> And you shall know that I am
the Lord when I open your graves and bring you up from your graves, O my
people. '*I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you
on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act,
says the Lord.”

A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



PSALM 130 read responsively
"Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord.
?Lord, hear my voice!
Let your ears be attentive
to the voice of my supplications!
If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities,
Lord, who could stand?
* But there is forgiveness with you,
so that you may be revered.
3T wait for the Lord; my soul waits,
and in his word I hope;
S my soul waits for the Lord
more than those who watch for the morning,
more than those who watch for the morning.
70 Israel, hope in the Lord!
For with the Lord there is steadfast love,
and with him is great power to redeem.
®It is he who will redeem Israel
from all its iniquities.

SECOND READING Romans 8:6-11

®To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and
peace. ’ For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does
not submit to God’s law—indeed, it cannot, Sand those who are in the flesh
cannot please God.

?But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God
dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to
him. '°But if Christ is in you, then the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit
is life because of righteousness. " If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the
dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to
your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.

A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Please stand.

LENTEN VERSE
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P The Holy Gospel according to St. John.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

HOLY GOSPEL John 11:1-45

"Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her
sister Martha. * Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped
his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. > So the sisters sent a message
to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” *But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This
illness does not lead to death; rather, it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God
may be glorified through it.” > Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her
sister and Lazarus, ° after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days
longer in the place where he was.

"Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” ®The
disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are
you going there again?” ’Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of
daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble because they see the
light of this world. ' But those who walk at night stumble because the light is not
in them.” '" After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep,
but I am going there to awaken him.” '* The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has
fallen asleep, he will be all right.” * Jesus, however, had been speaking about his
death, but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. '* Then Jesus told
them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. '° For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that
you may believe. But let us go to him.” '® Thomas, who was called the Twin, said
to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”

"When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four
days. " Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, '° and many of
the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother.
2When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary
stayed at home. *' Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother
would not have died. ** But even now I know that God will give you whatever you
ask of him.” * Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” ** Martha said to
him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” ** Jesus
said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even
though they die, will live, *° and everyone who lives and believes in me will never
die. Do you believe this?” ?’ She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are
the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.”

 When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary and told her
privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” ** And when she heard it,
she got up quickly and went to him. ** Now Jesus had not yet come to the village
but was still at the place where Martha had met him. *' The Jews who were with
her in the house consoling her saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They
followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep
there. *> When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and
said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.”
3When Jesus saw her weeping and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he
was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. **He said, “Where have you
laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” * Jesus began to weep. *° So



the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” ¥’ But some of them said, “Could not he
who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?”

** Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a
stone was lying against it. > Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister
of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been
dead four days.” ** Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you
would see the glory of God?” *' So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked
upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. **I knew that you
always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so
that they may believe that you sent me.” * When he had said this, he cried with a
loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” * The dead man came out, his hands and feet
bound with strips of cloth and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them,
“Unbind him, and let him go.”

*Many of the Jews, therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what
Jesus did believed in him.

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

SERMON . . .. . ... . The Rev. Jim Farnsworth

Please stand.

HYMN #629 Abide With Me

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and
the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.



We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

P Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for
the world and its needs.

A brief silence.

A We pray for the church. Grant life and peace to all who gather in your name.
Breathe into us so that we may share your message of forgiveness, hope, and
love. Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.

A We pray for creation. Renew landscapes that have dried up, prosper the work
of those who restore homes and habitats after natural disasters, and sustain
places where biodiversity thrives. Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.

A We pray for the nations. Unbind leaders trapped by fear to act boldly for
justice, free all who live in places of war and violence, and guide refugees and
asylum seekers to safety. Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.

A We pray for all people in need. Take away the stone of poverty that weighs
down so many. Console any who weep and heal all who are sick, especially:

Clyde Feick Cindy Fliegel Ruth Hoover
Jane Hurchalla Gwen Kauwell Ella Linsenbigler
Betty Neiman Mary Phillips Denton Quick
Rita Seidel Walt Smithson Pat Weiser

Curt Wittman Sandy Chupkai Debra Hoerner
Todd McLain Jayne Phillips Tracy Rohrbach
Richard Schmeer Betty Scollick Lin Tiderman
Suzanne Trigg Jim & Lauri Walker

And for all those concerns and people we quietly name who we hold in our
hearts.

Silent Prayers

Hear us, O God.
C Your mercy is great.



A We pray for this assembly. Ready the hearts and spirits of all preparing to be
baptized. Deepen our wonder at the mystery of your resurrection and life. Hear
us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.

A We offer our thanksgiving for all people who have died in faith. Give us
faith to trust in your power to redeem and save, and bring us up from our graves
to life in you. Hear us, O God.

C Your mercy is great.

P Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.
C Amen.

SHARING THE PEACE
P The peace of our Lord be with you always.

C And also with you.
P Let us share God’s peace with one another.

Please be seated.

OFFERING

ANTHEM
O, the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus . . . . . . .. ... Beethoven / arr. Lamb

Handbell Choir

Please stand.

OFFERTORY RESPONSE
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bless-ing.  Gath-er a har-vest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be
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pres-ence, and give  us a fore-taste of the feast to  come.
OFFERTORY PRAYER
A O God, maker of heaven and earth,
your steadfast love embraces all creation.
You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth
and bring forth its bounty.
Through these gifts of bread and wine,
draw us into the death and life of your Son,
who calls us to bear witness to his saving work.
We ask this in Jesus’ name.
C Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
9]
D A
WQ—O—‘  — oo * 5 o * o o
) ~— P ~—
The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy...

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho- san - na in the high - est.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup,
gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.



A Word of Welcome: The Sacrament of Holy Communion is the meal of the
Church. All are welcome to the Lord’s Table to receive the gift of His body and
blood. Children who have not yet received instruction for First Holy Communion
are welcome to come to the altar to receive a special blessing. If you are unable to
come forward, please let the ushers know, and you will be served in the pew.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P Come to the table.
Feast on God’s goodness and mercy.

LAMB OF GOD
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Lambof God, you take a- way  the sin of the world; have
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sin the world; grant us peace.

Please be seated.

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
Continuous Communion
When directed by the usher, proceed to the altar by way of the center aisle.
If preferred, grape juice is available at the top of the steps.
For gluten free wafers, please ask the Communion Assistant.
After receiving communion, please return to your seat by the way of the
side ramps.

HYMN SUNG DURING DISTRIBUTION #854 Blessing and Honor
Please stand.

POST COMMUNION BLESSING

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

C Amen.



POST COMMUNION PRAYER

A God of our salvation,
we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls,
reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey.
Through the body and blood of your Son,
may we become Christ’s body in the world,
bearing witness to your love for all creation,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

BLESSING
P Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity:
God, who calls all things into existence,
Jesus Christ, who redeems us,
and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation,
+ bless you now and always.
C Amen.

SENDING HYMN #754 Jesus, the Very Thought of You

DISMISSAL
A Go in peace. Believe the good news.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE SonatainD. ... ....................Cimarosa
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Please be advised that all of our worship services are broadcast live via Zoom
to anyone who possesses the meeting passcode as well as recorded for subsequent distribution via email
to members of the congregation and posted on the church's Facebook page.

Schwarzwald Lutheran Church
250 Church Lane Road,
Reading, PA 19606
The Rev. Jim Farnsworth, Designated Pastor:
pastorjimsmlc@gmail.com or 610-246-4278
The Rev. David Blitch, Visitation Pastor:
upsygrad@msn.com
Church Office Phone 610-779-3480
Church Office Fax 610-779-2777
Website www.schwarzwaldlutheran.org
Office e-mail administrator@schwarzwaldlutheran.org
Director of Music 484-794-1214 (text)
Emergency 610-914-8257



SERVING AT WORSHIP

Christy D’Angelo. . . . ... ... ... ... ........ Assisting Minister
JeffSchmehl . . . .. ... ... ... . ... ...... Usher Team Captain
Christy D’ Angelo, Lauren Batzel, Jesse Gibney . . . . . Communion Assistants
PegGumpert. . . . . . .. ... Accompanist
Colette and ScarletJordan . . . . . . . ... ... ... ........ Acolytes
Sally Kennedy, Judy Ney, Emma Dickerson, lan Carr . . . . . . . Carillonneurs
Dave Scalese. . . . . . . . . ... Zoom Master
ANNOUNCEMENTS

If you are a visitor, a special welcome to you, and if you are without a church
home, we invite you to join our fellowship. You are also encouraged to sign our
guest register with your preferred contact information. If you do not have a Bible
at home, please take one from the welcome table. Visitors who are communing
members of other Christian congregations are cordially invited to receive the
Sacrament with us. Welcome to the Lord’s table where we are one with Christ!

Large print bulletins and hearing receivers are available in the Narthex. Please
see an usher for assistance. Children’s toys, games, puzzles and books can be
found in the Narthex. A Church-time Nursery room is available downstairs in
the “Parent and Me” room with plenty of toys and books for toddlers and
youngsters.

Altar flower ($25) and bulletin sponsors ($14) are needed for April through
August. Please use the sign-up sheets in the Narthex.

Youth Chorus (optional) rehearsal for Palm Sunday will be Thursday 3/26 at
6:00 p.m.

Next Sunday 3/29 we will be graced by the sounds of Trio Jolie! This is a trio
that Crystal Jordan plays in along with a flute and oboe player as well! We look
forward to welcoming them!

On Easter Sunday, we will once again have the Centre Park Flutes at our early
service and Chris Thompson on trumpet at our 10:45 service! Be sure to attend
these services AND bring a friend!

The Apr/May/June issue of Christ In Our Home is available for pick-up in the
Narthex, Vestibule and Parlor Café. Please help yourself to these free daily
devotional guides.

Breakfast Bunch—Thursday, April 9 at 9:00 a.m. @ Breakfast Hut. Join us!

We will welcome new members on Sunday, April 19. If you are interested in
joining SLC, please call the church office, 610-779-3480.

Announcing our ELCA World Hunger Appeal—BE A LIFE SAVER!
Help fight world hunger by joining the $350 Challenge! Visit the display

t lln the Narthex where you will find envelopes, Lenten Calendars, and a
little treat. Donations made throughout March will be matched up to
$350. The challenge will end on Sunday, March 29.



Sundlay
Sintonia

vusic is the Tie That Binds

March 29, 2026
IPM

Schwarzwald Lutheran Church

Free Admission

For more details, visit
sundaysinfoniaorg
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DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR

MID-WEEK LENTEN SERVICE
Wednesday— March 25 — 7:00 p.m.
We will use the Holden Evening Prayer Service

PALM SUNDAY
March 29
10:45 AM Worship with Holy Communion
Reading of the Passion

MAUNDY THURSDAY
April 2
At St. Mark’s 6:00 PM Seder Meal
OR
At SLC 7:30 PM Holy Communion Service — Stripping of the Altar

GOOD FRIDAY
April 3
7:30 PM Worship Service

EASTER DECORATING (Help needed)
April 4, 9:00 a.m.

WE COULD USE YOUR HELP ON SATURDAY MORNING, APRIL 4,
AT 9:00 AM. TO HELP UNLOAD THE EASTER FLOWERS FROM THE
DELIVERY TRUCK AND HELP WITH DECORATING THE
SANCTUARY FOR EASTER! MANY HANDS MAKE LIGHT WORK!

EGG HUNT
April 4, 10:00 a.m.

EASTER
April 5
8:00 AM Early Service with Holy Communion
9:00 AM Breakfast in Fellowship Hall

10:45 AM  Festival Worship with Holy Communion



EASTER FLOWERS

The cost is $11.00 per plant.
DEADLINE TO ORDER IS SUNDAY., MARCH 29!

Please fill out the form below and place it with your payment

in one of your green Special Offering envelopes from your packet
or by using a pew envelope and marking it “Easter flowers.”
Please place the envelope in the offering plate
or drop it off at the church office.

Easter Flower Sponsor

Name
(As you would like it to appear in the bulletin; names only, please)
Envelope #
Lily x $11.00 = $
#
Tulip x $11.00 = §$
#
Hyacinth x $11.00 = $
#
Daffodil x $11.00 = §
#
Total Enclosed $



DONATIONS OF CANDY FOR THE
EASTER EGG HUNT WOULD BE GREATLY
APPRECIATED. THE DONATED CANDY SHOULD BE
INDIVIDUALLY WRAPPED AND SMALL ENOUGH

TO FIT INTO A PLASTIC EGG.
DONATIONS CAN BE PLACED IN THE CHURCH KITCHEN,
THE CHURCH OFFICE OR IN THE SUNDAY SCHOOL AREA.
THANK YOU!

FEaster Breatifast

SUNDAY, APRIL 5

This year the fellowship committee will be providing baked
breakfast casseroles, but we welcome donations of the
following:

fruit

breads

baked good

PLEASE INDICATE THE TYPE AND THE AMOUNT THAT YOU ARE

NAME PHONE #

Please place completed form in the offering plate.



AOPEWELL
W= Hopewell Love
COMMUNITY

e Community Services

mvites you to join us for

PASTO%]IM’S
60
BIRTHDAY &
WAKE GALA

A fun evening of celebration and communicy
at Blackjax American Pub & Grill Restaurant

Friday, March 27th
6pm -10pm
$60 per person
L}:ﬁ Basket Hﬂ_fﬂm. Live Auction
¢ Cash Bar

All Proceeds go to support the services uf
Hopewell Love, including food distributions

Scan to purchase tickets

For more information call
610.582.8167 or email us at
hopewelllovecs@gmail.com




April 11 -12, 2026
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A SEPA multi-congregation event hosted at

Christ Lutheran Church, Harleysville
For Youth Grades 6-12 « Friends Welcome!
Learn « Raise $ » Play Games * Worship

Details on Website https://bit.ly/boxcity26

RAISE AWARENESS - CHANGE PERSP
A1LNZYIAANA 338 - 4AL1368 ANVLSH

(Christ J!*r Weran - {arle ysv ilfe

Kb MILLER-KEYSTONE
BLOOD CENTER

Sroning tnle action. Renate blecd. Save lives!

Schwarzwald Lutheran Church
250 Church Lane, Reading PA

Saturday, April 11t
8:00 am - 1:00 pm

To schedule an appointment:
Scan the QR Code OR

Call Miller-Keystone at
800-223-6667, ext. 2

And use Sponsor Code 8506.




Annual
Easter Egg Hunt

SATURDAY, APRIL 4

10:00 A.M.
FOR KIDS OF ALL AGES!

EGG HUNT
MUSIC
STORIES
CRAFTS

PRIZES




