Schwarzwald Lutheran Church

Serving and Loving Christ since 1737

The people of Schwarzwald - Ministers
The Rev. Jim Farnsworth, Designated Pastor
The Rev. David Blitch, Visitation Pastor
Mrs. Kathy Snyder - Director of Music
Ms. Diane V. Hafer - Office Administrator
Mrs. Crystal Jordan - Christian Ed. Director
Mrs. Melissa Kerber—Sexton

14™ SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST __ AUGUST 30,2026 9:00 A.M.

HYMNS ON THE CARILLON
CALL TO WORSHIP—RINGING THE BELLS
PRELUDE My Heart Is Ever Faithful . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bach

ANNOUNCEMENTS

WELCOME Leader: This is the day that the LORD has made!
Congregation: Let us rejoice and be glad in it!

Please stand.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly

love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C Amen.

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

P Most merciful God,

C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the
name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

GATHERING HYMN #879 For the Beauty of the Earth



GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.

C And also with you.
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P Inpeace, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

P For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity
of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

P For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the
Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cY.

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Let us pray. O God, O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the
sake of the world. Humble us by his example, point us to the path of obedience, and give us strength
to follow your commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

Please be seated.



CHILDREN’'SCIRCLE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Chaplain MaryAnn Farnsworth

FIRST READING Jeremiah 15:15-21
150 Lord, you know;
remember me and visit me,
and bring down retribution for me on my persecutors.
In your forbearance do not take me away;
know that on your account I suffer insult.
16 Your words were found, and I ate them,
and your words became to me a joy
and the delight of my heart,
for I am called by your name,
O Lord, God of hosts.
171 did not sit in the company of merrymakers,
nor did I rejoice;
under the weight of your hand I sat alone,
for you had filled me with indignation.
¥ Why is my pain unceasing,
my wound incurable,
refusing to be healed?
Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook,
like waters that fail.
19 Therefore thus says the Lord:
If you turn back, I will take you back,
and you shall stand before me.
If you utter what is precious and not what is worthless,
you shall serve as my mouth.
It is they who will turn to you,
not you who will turn to them.
20 And I will make you to this people
a fortified wall of bronze;
they will fight against you,
but they shall not prevail over you,
for I am with you
to save you and deliver you,
says the Lord.
21T will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked
and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.

A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

PSALM 26:1-8 read responsively
! Vindicate me, O Lord,
for I have walked in my integrity,
and I have trusted in the Lord without wavering.



2Prove me, O Lord, and try me;
test my heart and mind.
3 For your steadfast love is before my eyes,
and I walk in faithfulness to you.
41 do not sit with the worthless,
nor do I consort with hypocrites;
5T hate the company of evildoers
and will not sit with the wicked.
8T wash my hands in innocence
and go around your altar, O Lord,
7 singing aloud a song of thanksgiving
and telling all your wondrous deeds.
80 Lord, I love the house in which you dwell
and the place where your glory abides.

SECOND READING Romans 12:9-21
?Let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; '°love one another with mutual
affection; outdo one another in showing honor. ' Do not lag in zeal; be ardent in spirit; serve the
Lord. '? Rejoice in hope; be patient in affliction; persevere in prayer. '* Contribute to the needs of
the saints; pursue hospitality to strangers.

14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. ' Rejoice with those who
rejoice; weep with those who weep. ¢ Live in harmony with one another; do not be arrogant, but
associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. !” Do not repay anyone evil for
evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. ¥ If it is possible, so far as it depends on
you, live peaceably with all. ' Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of
God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine; I will repay, says the Lord.” 2° Instead, “if your enemies
are hungry, feed them,; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink, for by doing this you will
heap burning coals on their heads.” 2! Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

A The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Please stand.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
() = .
7 A TN ] y
(& f ——— - —— P —p
ARV, | | | P [#) | | |
’Y) - — | —
Al-1le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
Q £ | : i . | — I
iy e ——— PP e 2
) e '
words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - ia. Al-le-1lu - ia.

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.
C Glory to you, O Lord.



HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 16:21-28

2l From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus began to show his
disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and
chief priests and scribes and be killed and on the third day be raised. > And Peter took him aside
and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” ** But he
turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me, for you are setting
your mind not on divine things but on human things.”

24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any wish to come after me, let them deny themselves and
take up their cross and follow me. » For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those
who lose their life for my sake will find it. 2® For what will it profit them if they gain the whole
world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life?

27“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will
repay everyone for what has been done. ?® Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will
not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

SERMON. . . . . . . ... ... ... .. ... .Chaplain MaryAnn Farnsworth

Please stand.

HYMN OF THE DAY #520 Dearest Jesus, at Your Word
APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and all of
God’s creation.

A brief'silence.

A For the church in every land, that its mission and ministry is anchored in the love of Christ.
When threats or challenges arise, teach us to take up our cross and follow you in faith. Merciful
God,

C receive our prayer.

A For the well-being of your creation, that all that lives and grows on the earth may thrive. Bring
relief to areas ravaged by droughts, floods, fires, storms, and other disasters. Merciful God,
C receive our prayer.

A For the nations and all in authority, that they seek to live in peace with one another. Bless the
work of international and diplomatic organizations and all who work to bring peace to a world
scarred by violence. Merciful God,

C receive our prayer.

A For all those in need, that they be satisfied. Ensure all your children have safe access to food,
water, shelter, and medical care. Bring healing to all who bear wounds in body, mind, and spirit,
especially:

Mark Bauer Carol Burkhart Cindy Fliegel
Rosalie Heller Ruth Hoover Betty Neiman
Mary Phillips Denton Quick Keith Schmehl
Walt Smithson Jonathan Bortz Sandy Chupkai
Scott Gumpert Michelle Haak Karin Kohl

Sean Miller Kelly Ringler-Nguyen Jayne Phillips
The Reilly Family Tracy Rohrbach Richard Schmeer
Patricia Schonour Betty Scollick Melissa Scollick
Paula Shirk Jim & Lauri Walker

And for all those concerns and people we quietly name who we hold in our hearts.
Silent Prayers

Merciful God,
C receive our prayer.

A For the congregation gathered here to serve you, that they remain strong in faith and united in
purpose. Guide our committees, study groups, and other meetings toward honesty and humility,
always seeking genuine love. Merciful God,

C receive our prayer.



A For the faithful departed, that their witness continues to strengthen and guide the church. Renew
our hope in your promises in this life and the life to come. Merciful God,

C receive our prayer.

P Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the name of

your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
C Amen.

SHARING THE PEACE

P The peace of our Lord be with you always.

C And also with you.

P Let us share God’s peace with one another.

Please be seated.

OFFERING
SPECIAL MUSIC Serenity . . . Franck
Please stand.
OFFERTORY RESPONSE
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A Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and share
freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.

C Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
P The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.

P Lift up your hearts.

C@V@L@m_,_;_,_g_ai.

4
We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting
life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup,
gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power,
and the glory,
forever and ever.
Amen.

A Word of Welcome:

The Sacrament of Holy Communion is the meal of the Church.

All are welcome to the Lord's Table to receive the gift of His body and blood.

Children who have not yet received instruction for First Holy Communion are welcome to come
to the altar to receive a special blessing.

If you are unable to come forward, please let the ushers know, and you will be served in the pew.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P Heaven has come near.
Come, share in the feast!



LAMB OF GOD
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

Please be seated.

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION  Continuous Communion
When directed by the usher, proceed to the altar by way of the center aisle.
If preferred, grape juice is available at the top of the steps.
For gluten free wafers, please ask the Communion Assistant.
After receiving communion, please return to your seat by the way of the side ramps.

SUNG BY ALL DURING DISTRIBUTION #658 O Jesus, Joy of Loving Hearts

Please stand.

POST COMMUNION BLESSING
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C Amen.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

A Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the
abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely,
as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now

and forever.
C Amen.
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BLESSING

P Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, F one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always.
C Amen.

SENDING HYMN #798 Will You Come and Follow Me (The Summons)

DISMISSAL
A Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Prelude in G minor .

CCLI Streaming License #20780569

Copyrighted © 2017 Augsburg Fortress.
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under License #SB094228.

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License #SAS025873.
OneLicense.net A-725571.All rights reserved.
CCLI License #11495603.All rights reserved.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989,
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America.
Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Please be advised, all of our worship services are broadcast live via Zoom to
anyone who possesses the meeting passcode
as well as recorded for subsequent distribution via email
to members of the congregation
and posted on the church's Facebook page.

Schwarzwald Lutheran Church
250 Church Lane Road,
Reading, PA 19606
The Rev. Jim Farnsworth, Designated Pastor:
pastorjimsmlc@gmail.com or 610-246-4278
The Rev. David Blitch, Visitation Pastor:
upsygrad@msn.com
Church Office Phone 610-779-3480
Church Office Fax 610-779-2777
Website www.schwarzwaldlutheran.org
Office e-mail administrator@schwarzwaldlutheran.org
Director of Music 484-794-1214 (text)
Emergency 610-914-8257
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SERVING AT WORSHIP

JoshKerber . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ... . ... .. .. . Assisting Minister

LarryHoup . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . Usher Team Captain

Josh Kerber, Jeremy Kerber, Emma Dickerson . . . . . . . . . . .Communion Assistants

Sally Kennedy, Emma Dickerson, lanCarr . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . Carillonneurs

Bob Rutherford. . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... ... .. ... .. ZoomMaster
ANNOUNCEMENTS

If you are a visitor, a special welcome to you, and if you are without a church home, we invite
you to join our fellowship. You are also encouraged to sign our guest register with your preferred
contact information. If you do not have a Bible at home, please take one from the welcome table.
Visitors who are communing members of other Christian congregations are cordially invited to
receive the Sacrament with us. Welcome to the Lord’s table where we are one with Christ!

Large print bulletins and hearing receivers are available in the Narthex. Please see an usher for
assistance.

Children’s toys, games, puzzles and books are available in the Narthex.

A Church-time Nursery room is available downstairs in the “Parent and Me” room with plenty
of toys and books for toddlers and youngsters.

Copies of the September Pulpit and Pew newsletter may be picked-up in the Narthex and
Vestibule.

The congregation is invited to the wedding of Thomas Loughery and Andrea Garcia Borjas
to be held here at Schwarzwald in the Sanctuary on Monday, September 7, 2026 at 11:00 a.m.

HELP WANTED
We are in need of a leader to oversee the many tasks that are necessary to keep our worship
services running smoothly. All of the people who actually take care of these responsibilities are
already in place. They know their jobs and they do them well. They form the basis for the
Worship and Music Committee.

This position entails learning what needs to be done and how these pieces fit together. The

committee meets 6 times a year - the first Thursday of February, April, June, August, October,
and December. Please join us and learn what goes on “behind the scenes.” Thank you.
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Dates For Your Calendar — Music Ministry

We hope to see many new faces and we welcome you! PLEASE feel free to join us!
We DO need your help, even if you can’t commit to every Sunday.

TODAY — Open rehearsals for Adult Choir following worship service
September 6™ — Open Adult Choir rehearsal following worship service
September 10" — Open Adult Handbell Choir Rehearsal @ 6:30 p.m.
September 13" —Youth Chimes rehearsal @ 9:00 a.m.
(grades 3 and up are welcome to attend if they have some music reading skills)
Open Adult Choir rehearsal following worship service
September 17" — Open Adult Handbell Choir rehearsal @ 6:30 p.m.
September 20" — Youth Chimes rehearsal @ 9:00
Push-in to Sunday School to rehearse Youth Chorus
Adult Bell Choir will have Anthem
Open Adult Choir rehearsal following service
September 24™ — Alternate Youth Choir rehearsal @ 6:00 p.m.
(for those who are not able to attend SS)
September 27™ — Youth Chimes rehearsal @ 9:00
Push-in to Sunday School
Open Adult Choir rehearsal following the service
October 1% — Alternate Youth Choir rehearsal @ 6:00
*Qctober 4" — Youth Chimes rehearsal @9:00
Push-in to the beginning of Sunday School
Adult Choir rehearsal following worship service

*PLEASE NOTE: This will be the first service where the Youth Chorus and the Youth Choir
Chimes will perform. Please mark on your calendars so we can showcase our talented youth!

Oley Valley Community Fair
2026 Refreshment Stand Help
Schwarzwald’s time slot is

Thursday, September 17

1:00 — 5:00 p.m.

If you would like to be a volunteer helper at one of the food stands, please call the church office,
610-779-3480
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CALLING ALL 9+ AGED STUDENTS!

We are calling all girls and boys 9-years-old or older
to come to a refresher and training session for acolytes, old and new.
(Parents are welcome also.)

Jesus said, “I am the Light!”
While Jesus’ spirit is always with us, I think of acolytes as bringing real light
into the sanctuary as we prepare to worship.

The refresher course is for students who are already acolytes and for
new acolytes who will learn what these duties are and have a chance to practice them.
They will also be demonstrating how to perform their duties.

WE WILL BE DOING THIS ON....
Sunday, September 13, 2026 (Rally Day)
12 noon (following worship)
It should take 20 -30 minutes in the Chancel/Choir Pews area.

Pr. Jim and Susan Johns invite you to come and join us,
even if you are just curious to see what happens.

COME AND LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE!!

Please call Susan Johns at 610-777-8981 with questions.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

Sunday School Rally Day - September 13

Nothing beats kicking off a Sunday School year with a carnival! Our children will enjoy carnival games,
crafts, snacks, and more. The lawn games and candy scrambles are available to all of our children,
including our oldest youth!

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS - SEPTEMBER 13

Preschool through 7™ grade students are asked to bring their backpacks to the worship service!
The Blessing of the Backpacks and of our students is meant to highlight the work they do all
week in school and to bless and pray for them in that work.

Trunk or Treat - October 18
Start gathering ideas for your trunk! Our biggest outreach event of the year will be epic with your
creativity.
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[earn the steps, follow the beat,
and line dance your way to a great
time! '
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Grab a friend and come jointhe ¢
fun. We need YOU there to :
make it a night to remember’!

When: October 2™, 2026
6-9 pm

Where: Schwarzwald Luthern Chur
0 Church Lane Rd, Reading PA, 19 - 6




FILL-TRUC]

HELP OUR 2% s
NEIGHBORS

Help us fill the truck with furniture, ‘, 0
clothing, and household items to | :
help families get back on their feet

after experiencing homelessness.

Electronics and baby furniture
are not accepted.

Seer

to Donate:

Lutheran Church
3670 Perkiomen Ave
Reading, PA 19606
Drop Off/Donations
12 Sept 11 AM -3 PM

13 Sept 12 PM - 3 PM
. Rear Parking Lot

Aol
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“Fill the Truck”

Decrease land fill waste and help reduce the carbon foot print

Give life and continued use to old household items

Donate nonperishable food items to help nourish needy families
Provide used clothing, of all sizes and ages, to keep families warm and
clothed

5. Provide lightly used furniture to furnish apartments and homes

ol o ol =

This year Reformation Evangelical Lutheran Church, located in Reading, is partnering
with Opportunity House to successfully provide essential items for displaced and needy
families and individuals. The goal is simple; just fill their box truck with useful and
needed items, new or used.

“Fill the Truck™ helps replenish essential supplies for Opportunity House that
helps families as they work to rebuild their lives. Community members donate non-
perishable food items — including canned goods, beans, pasta, cereal, and juice —
as well as gently used furniture, clothing, and household items. [Dressers, kitchen
tables with chairs, beds, and sofas are some of the most needed items.] Clothing is
always needed for the over 500 people who walk through the doors at Opportunity House
each year. All donations directly benefit families in Berks County.

Location: Reformation Evangelical Lutheran Church
3670 Perkiomen Ave
Reading, PA 19606

Donations/Drop Offs: 12 Sept 11 AM —3 PM

13 Sept 12 PM - 3 PM
Rear Parking Lot of the Church

€B) Orrgitunity

House
@Km/a‘&m,

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

\_y’m, ae a.[argt weleome here !
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